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DAVID SHOWED KINDNESSDAVID SHOWED KINDNESS SESSION 9

Text Truth: David showed God’s love and kindness.
Bible  Verse: I give you a new command: Love one another as I have 

loved you. John 13:34
Bible  Verse Paraphrase: Love one another as I have loved you.  

John 13:34

2 SAMUEL 9:1-13
King David’s best friend was Jonathan. David loved Jonathan. 
David made a promise to Jonathan that he would be kind to 
Jonathan’s family forever.
 David often thought about his friend Jonathan. King David 
remembered the promise he had made to Jonathan. One day David 
asked a servant, “Are any of Jonathan’s family still living? I want 
to show God’s kindness to Jonathan’s family,” David said.
 The servant, Ziba, answered, “There is a son, Mephibosheth. He 
is crippled and cannot walk.”
 “Where is this son?” King David asked Ziba.
 Ziba told the king where Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth lived. 
David told his servant to find the son and bring him to the palace.
 When Mephibosheth arrived, he bowed down in front of David. 
Mephibosheth was afraid of King David.
 “Don’t be afraid,” David warmly told Mephibosheth. “I will be 
kind to you because of your father, Jonathan. I will always take 
care of you. You may have all the land that belonged to your 
grandfather, King Saul. You will always eat at my table.”
 Then David told servant Ziba, “I have given Mephibosheth 
everything that belonged to his grandfather Saul. I want you 
and all your servants to farm the land and grow crops for 
Mephibosheth’s family.”
 David kept his long-ago promise to his friend Jonathan and was 
kind to Jonathan’s family.
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Kind & Loving
Tell about ways David was kind to Jonathan’s son 
Mephibosheth. Then get a piece of paper and draw a 
picture showing a way you can be kind and loving, too!

Love one another as  
I have loved you. 
      John 13:34

David welcomed 
Mephibosheth. David returned 

land and a home 
to Mephibosheth.

David invited 
Mephibosheth and 
his family to eat 

with him.
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